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DIGITALEUROPE Statement  
 

BREXIT: securing free f low of personal data should be 
EU priority 

 
 

 

BRUSSELS (August 28,  2017) – Ahead of the third round of the negotiations, DIGITALEUROPE urges both 
parties to reach as soon as possible a withdrawal agreement in order to focus on the future EU-UK relation.  
 
Last Thursday, the United Kingdom (UK) published a paper on ‘The exchange and protection of personal data’, 
underlining particularly its wish to continue to work closely with the European Union (EU) on strong data 
protection standards – with the support of the UK Data Protection Authority, the ICO, and its call to maintain 
the free flow of personal data between the UK and the EU building on the existing adequacy model.  
 
DIGITALEUROPE asks the European Commission to consider this matter as a key priority for the European 
Industry as a whole. Data flows are at the forefront of the areas of risk foreseen by the Industry considering its 
centrality to both the digital economy and the economy as a whole given the digital transformation of all 
business sectors. With a high proportion of trade in services, new business models of manufacturing industries 
enabled by data flows, the continued free flow of data between the EU and the UK is of crucial importance for 
the digitisation of both EU and UK industries.  
 
The UK is responsible for 11.5% of global cross border data flows while 75% of this traffic is with other EU 
Member States. A mutual adequacy agreement with the UK is in the interest of businesses across the EU. Data 
flows underpin the EU’s exports to the UK, which account for 16% of the EU’s total exports. The UK’s imports 
from the EU are valued at 338 billion EUR. For any businesses in the EU looking to continue trading and doing 
business with the UK post-Brexit a mutual adequacy agreement will be crucial.   
 
The UK is working towards a Data Protection Bill to fully implement the GDPR before May 2018. Therefore, a 
mutual adequacy agreement between the EU and the UK is viewed by the sector as the most appropriate 
mechanism to secure the free flow of data. We believe that it is critical to ensure the highest standards of data 
protection and privacy.  
 
The negotiations should start already now to have a mechanism in place on day 1 of BREXIT and we call upon 
the European Union to consider this matter as a priority.  
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For more information please see ‘The Digital Tech Sector Priorities and Gap Analysis in a EU-UK cliff-edge scenario’ 
available here: 
:http://www.digitaleurope.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?Command=Core_Download&EntryId=
2487&language=en-US&PortalId=0&TabId=353  
 
You can also contact:  
Diane Mievis, Policy Director at DIGITALEUROPE 
+32 498 68 45 61 or diane.mievis@digitaleurope.org  

 
ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  
DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and 
implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 61 corporate members and 
37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our recent news and 
activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org   
 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, 
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica 
Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, NEC, 
Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS, 
Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas 
Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies.  

National Trade Associations  

Austr ia:  IOÖ 
Belarus:  INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria:  BAIT 
Cyprus:  CITEA 
Denmark:  DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia:  ITL 
F inland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, 
Tech in France  
Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 

Greece:  SEPE 
Hungary:  IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy:  ANITEC 
Lithuania:  INFOBALT 
Netherlands:  Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal:  AGEFE 
Romania:  ANIS, APDETIC 
Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia:  GZS 

Spain:  AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey:  Digital Turkey Platform, 
ECID 
Ukraine:  IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   

 

 


